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Chapter 4 
Current Situation  

 

 
4.1 Conditions    
 
As outlined in Chapter 2, there are currently seven statutory AQMAs, in 
addition to further hotspot areas spread across Tyne and Wear (see Table 2.1 
– 2.3 and appendix A). Whilst current measures and conditions are clearly 
documented and reported for the existing AQMAs through detailed 
assessments, action plans and progress reports, this is not the case with 
hotspot areas. That is the rationale behind dedicating this chapter to detecting 
the sources causing the problems in the hotspot areas, as this has already 
been done for the existing AQMAs through Detailed Assessments and Air 
Quality Action Plans. By identifying the problems in the hotspot areas and 
taking action at a relatively early stage, these areas can be prevented from 
falling under AQMA status. Some of the hotspots mentioned overleaf do not 
currently exceed the annual 38µg/m³ hotspot threshold. They have, however, 
still been flagged up as a hotspot area and a source of future concern, as 
consistent monitoring indicates that pollutant levels are on the rise – making it 
vital to identify and overcome the source problems at an early stage. 
 

 
Chillingham Road hotspot 
 
Current conditions in the hotspot areas vary widely and depend on the 
background situation of the area itself. This depends on factors such as 
location, declaration of emission zones and the density of residential property. 
This means that the task of implementing actions to improve air quality in 
each of the areas is challenging, due to a lack of standardised processes. Air 
quality considerations often come second to competing priorities, such as 
economic regeneration or road safety improvements. Even though Action 
Plans are mandatory for each declared AQMA, these do not always define a 
viable procedure for implementing actions.  If an action plan is in place it can 
be difficult to follow through in the majority of cases. 
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This suggests that individual conditions as well as associated delivery risks 
must be assessed in order to create a comprehensive understanding of the 
most effective methods of improving air quality.  
 
Some of the potential AQMAs within Tyne and Wear have undergone Detailed 
Assessments, but have not been declared AQMAs on the grounds of receptor 
location and lack of regular exceedences of the air quality thresholds at this 
time. (See Table 2.3). Others have not undergone a Detailed Assessment as 
NO2 levels are not high enough to justify this procedure – or there are no 
current residential developments within proximity of the site. This Air Quality 
Delivery Plan will, however, still have an impact on these areas, as it provides 
an alternative approach for further monitoring and recommends actions 
preventing NO2 exceedences before they occur.  
 
The following section describes the characteristics of identified hotspot areas 
in Tyne and Wear; as well as containing specific actions for each area. The 
impact of potential interventions, if implemented, is also assessed. This takes 
into account the impact the associated intervention would have on overall air 
quality in the relevant area, ranging from high and medium to low. Important to 
note is that the Portobello Terrace hotspot on Portobello Road, Gateshead, 
was in January 2008 given the go- ahead by Cabinet to be declared an 
AQMA. This means that this area will be declared an AQMA by Gateshead 
Council in the near future.  This is also the case for the Haddricks Mill 
roundabout hotspot in Newcastle, which will soon be declared an AQMA by 
Newcastle City Council. 
 
Before presenting prominent problems and issues in each potential AQMA, 
table 4.1 (2) presents a brief description of all the theme groups currently 
operating in Tyne and Wear, each of which has been assigned ownership of 
some local interventions. Problems presented in chapter 4, as well as 
measures focussing both on outcomes as well as outputs, will be tabled and 
monitored at the relevant theme group as assigned.  
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Table 4.1 (2) Tyne and Wear Theme Groups  
 

Theme Group Chair/Contact Person LTP Team Represent ative Function  of Group  

Taxis and Private Hire 
Vehicles 

John Bourn (LTP Core Team) John Bourn Liaison meeting between taxi and private hire 
trade, licensing officers, policy officers and police to 
discuss areas of mutual interest, trade issues and 
how the  taxi / PH industry can contribute to LTP 
objectives.   

Air Quality Theme 
Group 

Ed Foster (Newcastle) Rebecca Rosenquist This theme group consists of Air Quality Officers 
and experts from each plan partner, and will 
assemble to take ownership of the progress and 
monitoring of the delivery plan. The group will meet 
once every two months in order to report and 
monitor progress achieved through implementation 
of the plan, as well as update the risk register.  

Cycling Theme Group Rotates around the theme 
partners 

Rohail Ahmed Tyne and Wear-wide cycle officers meeting with 
occasional representation from Sustrans. This 
group co-ordinates Tyne and Wear policy initiatives 
such as bespoke mapping and is responsible for 
development of LTP cycling policies. 

Tyne and Wear Freight 
Quality Partnership 

Mark Wilson (LTP Core Team 
Leader) 

John Bourn Forum designed to deliver Tyne and Wear’s freight 
strategy in partnership with operators and other 
government agencies. This group is charged with 
informing strategy development and progressing 
the implementation of suggested actions. 
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Public Transport 
(Implementation) – 5 
groups, 1 per authority 

Jill Rhodes and Rod Stevens 
(Nexus) 

Rohail Ahmed – Sunderland, 
Newcastle, North Tyneside, 
South Tyneside 
John Bourn - Gateshead 

Regular liaison meetings with the individual local 
authorities, operators and Nexus to manage 
delivery of LTP Public Transport capital 
programmes. 

Traffic managers 
Theme Group 

John Edwards (South Tyneside) Attendance rotates around the 
team representatives 

This group is made up of Traffic Managers and 
other individuals responsible for the Network 
Management Duty and other responsibilities under 
the Traffic Management Act 2004. It provides a 
Tyne and wear forum to liaise and ensure the 
expeditious movement of traffic at a conurbation-
wide level. 

Road Safety Theme 
Group (based around 
group identified in the 
Road Safety Delivery 
Plan) 

New chair to be identified Rohail Ahmed Meeting of those responsible for road safety 
engineering for the partner Highway Authorities. 
The group helps to develop Tyne and Wear road 
safety policy, disseminate best practice and utilises 
the Autowebmaps tool and data held centrally by 
TADU to improve the targeting of road safety 
initiatives. 

Travel Plans Theme 
Group 

Steve Bland (North Tyneside) Rebecca Rosenquist Regular meeting of Tyne and Wear Travel Plan 
officers (With Highways Agency representation) in 
order to co-ordinate activity and share best 
practice. The group is also charged with project 
management of Tyne and Wear travel plan 
information initiatives and liaison with the emerging 
Smarter Choices team. 

School Travel Plans 
Theme Group 

Ian Gibson (Gateshead) Rohail Ahmed Regular meeting of the officers responsible for 
School Travel Planning in Tyne and Wear in 
conjunction with the LTP team, This group is 
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currently responsible for the development of 
Sustainable Travel to School Strategies for each of 
the local authorities. 

Monitoring Sub Group Andrew Haysey (Gateshead) Rachel Dixon This group has representation from each of the plan 
partners and is responsible for scheme specific 
monitoring and monitoring of the statutory indicators 
contained within LTP2. The group also ensures 
input from the LTP in to other strategies that contain 
indicators such as LAAs. 

Local Access Forum  Alan Pollock (Member of 
Public) 

John Bourn This is a statutory body required under the 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.  Its role is 
to provide independent advice on matters 
associated with public access to land.   

Highways Maintenance  Garry Simpson (Newcastle) Mark Wilson Ad-hoc meeting to inform LTP development, inform 
delivery report development and collate 
performance data on a Tyne and Wear level. Also 
involved with maintenance strategies and Transport 
Asset Management Plan development. 

Bridge Maintenence Alistair Swan (Newcastle) Mark Wilson Ad-hoc meeting to inform LTP development, inform 
delivery report development and collate 
performance data on a Tyne and Wear level. Also 
involved with maintenance strategies and Transport 
Asset Management Plan development. 

Strategic Transport 
Model Steering Group 

Richard Hibbert (Newcastle) Rachel Dixon This group is responsible for the development of 
the Tyne and Wear strategic Transport Model and 
Transport Planning Model. It ensures that 
information required for the model’s development is 
received and provides linkage with other themes 
and initiatives. 
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Noise Action Planning 
Theme Group 

Gary MacDonald (Newcastle) Rebecca Rosenquist This group will be established in the near future, 
following new noise directives from Defra. The role 
of this group will be to evaluate current noise maps 
of Tyne and Wear and to oversee and project 
manage the consultant driven delivery process of 
actions aimed at reducing noise levels in 
accordance with developing Defra directives.   

North Tyneside 
Strategic Partnership 

Tony Turnbull (North Tyneside) John Bourn This is the Strategic Partnership in North Tyneside 
that includes transport in its remit.  The aim of the 
group is to improve the quality of life and 
opportunities for local communities. 

Northumbria Safer 
Roads Initiative 

Gary MacDonald (Newcastle) Rohail Ahmed This is the working group of the statutory NSRI. It 
contains local authority representation from both 
Tyne and Wear and Northumberland as well as 
representation from the Police. The group is 
charged with developing the NSRI work 
programme and ensuring coherent liaison with 
other road safety initiatives developed as part of 
the LTP process. 

 
Has LTP Representation but is 
not an LTP Group 

 New group / membership not yet fully 
established 
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4.2 Potential future AQMAs  
 

Table 4.2 (1) Newcastle: Haddricks Mill Roundabout  

 
Context  

The February 2008 ‘Environment and Sustainability Portfolio Report’ decided that this area will be declared an AQMA in the near future. This 
means that this area will be declared an AQMA by Newcastle City Council in the very near future – and hence lose its ‘potential AQMA’ status. 
This area is however still included in this section of the Delivery  Plan as the final details around its AQMA declaration are not yet in place.  
 
This area has over several years had a number of exceedences of the pollution target, and has consequently been identified as an area where it 
is necessary to declare an AQMA. Once declared, this AQMA will run from South Gosforth Roundabout, down to Blue House to Haddricks Mill 
through Killingworth, joining the area up as one AQMA.  
 
Situated within proximity to Gosforth High Street/ Great North Road, crossing the A191 onto the A1, Haddricks Mill Roundabout is located within 
a highly residential area. Due to its propinquity to main roads and shopping facilities, the Roundabout is a well used route by both buses and 
private cars.  The large number of residential properties, combined with the fact that there are a number of schools in the area, means that there 
are heavy levels of traffic every day. All schools however aim to introduce a travel plan by the end of 2009, something which might possibly help 
reduce traffic levels in this area. 
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Problem Proposed Solution/ Investigations Expected Impact on  
Local AQ 

Owner of the Problem 
 

This area is situated near 
Gosforth High Street, and has 
thus got a large amount of 
traffic stemming from 
shoppers.  

Investigate the opportunity for promoting better public 
transport links on this route/in this area. 

Low Public Transport Implementation 
Group / Traffic Managers Theme 
Group 

This area is highly residential, 
and so deals with a lot of 
passing traffic. 

Investigate effects of the possible introduction of 
variable parking fees for different level emission cars 
in the residential parking area, to encourage more 
eco- friendly usage. 

Medium Traffic Managers Theme Group 

This route is well used by bus 
traffic 

·  Investigate the opportunity to re- route buses 
away from this route, providing that alternative 
routes continues to meet bus passengers needs 
to easily access facilities on the corridor and does 
not diminish the benefits of a core network 
approach to delivering bus services. 

·  Consider the possibility of introducing Euro engine 
standards for buses on this route. 

·  Look into the prospect of introducing priority lanes 
(buses only) to create shorter travel times and 
encourage higher patronage. 

·  Eco friendly driving courses for bus drivers to 
prevent engine idling. 

·  In the long term there are major schemes funding 
bids for the Gosforth- Haddricks Mill route to 
introduce more public transport on the route. This 
funding will not be received within the life of the 
LTP2.  

High Public Transport Implementation 
Group / Traffic Managers Theme 
Group 
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There is a number of schools 
in this area, causing much 
‘school round traffic’ and 
congestion in the mornings 
and early evenings 

·  Seek to introduce travel plans for schools in the 
area. 

·  Attempt to target schools and parents with 
information campaigns of sustainable travel and 
existing public transport alternatives. 

Low to Medium School Travel Plans Theme 
Group 

Generally heavy traffic ·  Encourage measures for cyclists and pedestrians.  
·  Investigate the possibility of introducing more 

traffic lights, signage and pedestrian crossings. 
·  Explore the implementation of speed restrictions 

to prevent stop and start effects.  

Low to Medium Newcastle City Council / Traffic 
managers Theme Group 
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Table 4.2 (2) Newcastle: Westgate Road 
 

 Context 
This site is situated in a high volume traffic area, leading on to the AI North towards Newcastle International Airport. Its proximity to Newcastle 
General Hospital also means that the route has to cope with large daily traffic flows of patients and travellers, further exacerbated by its direct 
linkages with St. James Boulevard. This is the main route leading to the Central Station, frequently used by both buses, cars and private hire 
vehicles for drop offs/pick ups at the station, hospital and airport.  
 
Air quality issues in this area are further increased by its close location to residential areas, schools and local shops, and their associated private 
car flows. A main priority for this route is thus to promote the use of public transport. The Tesco Express located on West Road, behind the 
Westgate Road/ Condercum Road crossing near the residential streets of Springhill Gardens and Weidner Road, is a particular attractor of large 
traffic flows. This area continues to be a high air quality priority, as further planned development of the Tesco site may lead to a deterioration in 
air quality due to increased traffic flow associated with the site expansion. 
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Problem Proposed Solution/ Investigations Expected Impact on  
Local AQ 

Owner of the Problem 
 

This route copes with a vast 
amount of buses, as it is the 
main route towards 
Newcastle International 
Airport, Newcastle Central 
Station as well as Newcastle 
General Hospital 

·  Investigate the possibility to introduce Euro 
emission standards for buses operating on this 
route 

·  Explore the opportunity to re-route certain buses 
currently operating on this route, providing that 
alternative routes continues to meet bus 
passengers needs to easily access facilities on 
the corridor and does not diminish the benefits of 
a core network approach to delivering bus 
services. 

High Public Transport Implementation 
Group 

Vast amounts of traffic due to 
proximity to Newcastle 
General Hospital, Newcastle 
International Airport and 
Newcastle Central Station 

·  Explore the opportunity for provision of real time 
information at bus stops to encourage more use 
by the public. This could however be problematic 
as, whilst having local benefits to the user, real 
time information would need to be implemented 
across the full bus network in order to be 
operationally effective. 

·  Consider the implementation of priority lanes 
(buses only) to improve journey times. 

·  Investigate feasibility of implementing a gating 
system to give priority to buses in order to reduce 
bus time travel.  

Medium Public Transport Implementation 
Group  
 

Residential area creates 
much traffic and stop and 
start movements through cars 
accessing housing and shops 

·  Investigate effects of the possible introduction of 
variable parking fees for different level emission 
cars in the residential parking area, to encourage 
more eco- friendly usage. 

Low  Traffic Managers Theme Group 
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As the area houses a large 
number of schools, there is 
significant peak hour traffic 
due to school runs.  

·  Seek to introduce school travel plans  Low to Medium School Travel Plans Theme 
Group/ NCC School Travel Plan 
officer 

Especially the Tesco Express 
attracts large traffic flows, 
especially important seen in 
the light of the possible 
expansion of the Tesco 

·  Seek to introduce better public transport links to 
this destination. 

·  Investigate the introduction of off peak delivery 
hours for large local businesses 

·  Look into the opportunity of including the area in 
the Tyne and Wear Quality Freight Partnership 

Low to Medium 
 

Public Transport Implementation 
Group/ Tyne and Wear Freight 
Quality Partnership 
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Table 4.2 (3) Newcastle: Shields Road/ Chillingham Road 
 

 Context 
Shields Road, as well as the adjoining Chillingham Road, is located within very close range of Heaton. The area of Chillingham Road is close to 
residential housing areas and hosts a wide range of shops, attracting traffic both from shoppers and commuters, in result affecting both Shields 
Road and Chillingham Road.  
Many main bus routes also run through both Shields Road and Chillingham Road, connecting this area with the City Centre, Jesmond and 
Sandyford.  
 
A popular residential area for students, this has also contributed to rising levels of pollution in the Heaton area due to increased numbers of car 
users. Both Shields and Chillingham Road are also within close proximity to Jesmond Dene and Heaton Park; popular excursion destinations 
easily accessed by car. 
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Problem Proposed Solution/ Investigations Expected Impact on  
Local AQ 

Owner of the Problem 
 

Traffic caused by residential 
housing, shopping, leisure 
and commuting 

·  Consider the implementation of priority lanes (bus 
only lanes) to improve travel time and usage. 

·  Seek to introduce real time information at bus stops 
to encourage patronage. This could however be 
problematic as, whilst having local benefits to the 
user, real time information would need to be 
implemented across the full bus network in order to 
be operationally effective. 

·  Seek to encourage cyclists and pedestrian 
movements. 

·  Examine the option of introducing a Park and Ride 
scheme for shoppers and leisure activities as this is 
a main centre linking up several adjoining areas. 
Alternatively seek to investigate the opportunity for 
introducing better public transport links in this area. 

Low Public Transport Implementation 
Group / Cycling Theme group 

Bus routes connecting area 
with city centre, Jesmond 
and Sandyford 

·   Investigate the opportunity for Euro engine 
emission standards for buses operating in this area. 

·  Examine the possibility for re-routing of some bus 
services currently operating on this route, providing 
that alternative routes continues to meet bus 
passengers needs to easily access facilities on the 
corridor and does not diminish the benefits of a 
core network approach to delivering bus services. 

·  Seek to introduce an enforcement of idling engine 
legislation and/ or eco friendly driving training for 
bus drivers.  

·  Investigate gating systems to give priority to buses.  

High Public Transport Implementation 
Group / Traffic Managers Theme 
Group 



    

 39 

 
Table 4.2 (4) Gateshead: Portobello Terrace on Port obello Road 

 

 Context 
This area was in January 2008 given the go-ahead by Cabinet to be declared an AQMA. This means that this area will be declared an AQMA by 
Gateshead Council in the very near future – and hence lose its ‘potential AQMA’ status. This area is however still included in this section of the 
Action Plan as the final details around its AQMA declaration are not yet in place.  
 
Portobello Terrace is a residential area on Portobello Road where air quality problems mainly exist between two blocks of old housing. The 
problems on this road are mainly caused by traffic congestion on parallel streets and on the C road, rather than background emissions from the 
nearby motorway. The problem is paramount in this specific area, as the residential properties located here lead straight onto a pavement 
directly on the roadside, without being distanced from the traffic emissions by a garden or wall.  
The main problem is caused on the parallel C road, which is heavily trafficked by HGVs  frequently stopping and starting to avoid residential cars 
parked on one side of the street, and to let on-coming traffic through on this narrow road; causing high levels of congestion. There are however 
no buildings on the other side of Portobello Terrace, providing the possibility of turning this fielded space into residential parking spaces.  
Detailed Assessment has been carried out in this area, which is likely to be declared an AQMA following a Further Detailed Assessment. 
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Problem Proposed Solution/ Investigations Expected Impact on  
Local AQ 

Owner of the Problem 
 

HGV’s trafficking the narrow 
and residential C- road 

·  Investigate the possibility of re-routing heavy traffic 
to other parallel roads with higher capacity and less 
exposed residential housing. This could however 
move the problem to a different location which does 
not have monitoring possibilities. There is a thus 
the risk that this might not achieve desired result as 
most surrounding roads experience similar 
conditions. 

Low to medium Tyne and Wear Freight Quality 
Partnership. 

Residential cars parked 
along the C- road, causing 
stop and start movements 
for meeting traffic.  

·  Investigate the possibility to build onto currently 
ongoing discussions to convert the fielded space on 
the side of Portobello Terrace into residential 
parking lots, in order to prevent vehicles parking on 
Portobello Terrace and the C road, causing 
congestion. 

·  Seek to introduce residents parking permits to limit 
the amount of cars parked along the road side.  

High to Medium Traffic Managers Theme Group 

Residential peak- hour 
traffic causing congestion 
due to school runs  

·  Investigate the possibility of introducing travel plans 
for local schools and businesses. 

·  Target schools and business employees with info 
campaigns 

·  Seek to encourage cyclist and pedestrian measures 

Low School Travel Plans Theme 
Group / Travel Plans Theme 
Group / Gateshead’s School 
Travel Plan Officer / Travel 
Plan Officer 
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